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@Furniture Styles & Value

This guide outlines furniture styles that are commonly associated with stronger resale demand based on
design, craftsmanship, materials, and market recognition. It is intended to help identify pieces that may
be worth selling, repurposing, or evaluating further before disposal. Age alone does not determine value.
Furniture tends to hold value when it is well-constructed, stylistically recognizable, and aligned with
current buyer demand.

FURNITURE STYLES OFTEN WORTH SELLING

Antique Furniture (Period Pieces)
Original furniture from recognized historical periods valued for age, craftsmanship, and authenticity

¢ Renaissance (14th—17th Century): Symmetry, columns, arches, walnut construction,
architectural influence

e Jacobean (1640-1700): Heavy oak, straight lines, deep carved details

e William and Mary (1690-1730): Trumpet legs, Dutch influence, refined proportions

e Queen Anne (1720-1760): Cabriole legs, pad feet, curved forms

e Chippendale (1755-1790): Intricate carving, ball-and-claw feet, Gothic/Rococo/Chinese influence

¢ Georgian (1714-1810): Symmetry, mahogany, formal construction

e Hepplewhite & Sheraton (Late 18th Century): Tapered legs, lighter construction, neoclassical
design

e Federal / American Federal (1780-1830): Inlays, geometric design, high-quality woods

e Victorian (1840-1900): Dark woods, ornate carving, upholstered elements

¢ French Styles (Louis XIV, XV, XVI): Formal, Rococo curves, neoclassical symmetry

Traditional Furniture (Select Higher-Value Styles)
Recognized styles rooted in historical design and craftsmanship

e Queen Anne (1700-1755): Cabriole legs, graceful curves, refined silhouettes

e Chippendale (1750-1790): Carved details, claw feet, strong design influence

e Federal / Neoclassical (1780-1820): Straight lines, symmetry, inlay work

e William and Mary (1690-1735): Trumpet legs, stretchers, elevated construction

e Jacobean (1600-1690): Heavy oak, bold structure, carved detail

e Pennsylvania Dutch (1720-1830): Painted finishes, folk influence, regional character

e French Country (17th—18th Century): Curved lines, distressed finishes, rustic refinement
e Victorian (1830-1900): Ornate carving, heavy proportions, dark woods
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Vintage Furniture
Pieces from the early to mid-20th century valued for design and collectability

¢ Mid-Century Modern (1940s—1960s): Clean lines, tapered legs, teak and walnut

e Art Deco (1920s—-1930s): Geometric shapes, lacquer, chrome, bold styling

e Arts & Crafts / Mission (Late 19th—Early 20th Century): Solid wood, simple construction,
function-first design

e Victorian Revival (Late 19th—Early 20th Century): Ornate reproduction pieces, carved wood

o Depression Era (1920s—1930s): Simple construction, veneers, functional pieces

¢ Hollywood Regency (1930s-1950s): Glamour, mirrored finishes, bold contrast

e Scandinavian Modern (1950s-1960s): Light woods, minimalism, functional craftsmanship

Mid-Century Modern (MCM) Furniture (For more information, see our “Guide to Mid-Century
Furniture - What to Know)”

A defining vintage-era style known for clean design and strong resale demand

e Core Design Characteristics: Clean lines, organic shapes, minimal ornamentation
e Materials & Construction: Teak, walnut, molded wood, metal, fiberglass

¢ Furniture Forms: Low-profile seating, tapered legs, streamlined storage

¢ Designer & Maker Influence: Eames, Knoll, Herman Miller, Danish makers

¢ Scandinavian Influence: Simplicity, craftsmanship, natural materials

o Mass Appeal & Versatility: Works across modern and traditional interiors

e Buyer & Reseller Demand: Strong resale market, high restoration potential

Art Deco Furniture
A bold early 20th-century style known for geometry and luxury materials

¢ Geometric Design & Symmetry: Angular forms, bold lines, structured layouts
e Materials & Finishes: Lacquer, chrome, glass, exotic veneers

o Decorative Elements: Sunbursts, zigzags, stepped patterns

e Craftsmanship & Construction: Solid builds, detailed finishes

¢ Hollywood Regency Influence: Glamorous continuation of Deco styling

o Statement Appeal: Focal pieces with strong visual impact

¢ Market Demand Factors: Driven by condition, authenticity, and design quality

Industrial Furniture
Factory-inspired furniture valued for durability and raw materials

e Origin: Factory, workshop, and industrial use

¢ Authentic Industrial: Original factory pieces, repurposed materials

¢ Materials & Construction: Steel, iron, reclaimed wood, exposed hardware
¢ Functional Design: Worktables, carts, storage, adjustable furniture

o Characteristics: Raw finishes, visible wear, structural design

e Vintage Industrial: Aged finishes, mechanical elements

¢ Industrial Modern: Refined industrial style for home use

¢ Evolution: Rise in popularity in loft and urban spaces

e Urban / Loft Appeal: Strong visual presence, functional design
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FURNITURE STYLES SOMETIMES WORTH SELLING

Rustic Furniture
Natural, unrefined materials with a traditional or rural feel

e Modern Rustic: Reclaimed wood, cleaner lines, metal accents

¢ Farmhouse Rustic: Painted finishes, distressed wood, practical design
e Cabin / Lodge Rustic: Logs, timber construction, heavier pieces

e Western / Saloon Rustic: Leather, carved wood, frontier styling

¢ Adirondack Rustic: Branch construction, handmade forms

¢ Appalachian Rustic: Rough-hewn wood, visible tool marks

e Tuscan Rustic: Warm tones, heavy woods, European influence

Boho (Bohemian) Furniture
Layered, eclectic design with moderate resale value

¢ Modern Boho: Neutral tones, rattan, wood, soft textures

e Classic / Vibrant Boho: Bold colors, layered textiles, expressive design

e Natural / Rustic Boho: Wicker, jute, organic materials

e Global / Global Chic Boho: Imported décor, carved wood, woven textiles
e Vintage / Eclectic Boho: Mixed styles, repurposed items

e Materials & Texture Appeal: Mixed materials, tactile surfaces

e Market Demand Factors: Driven by styling, cohesion, and condition

Transitional Furniture
A balanced blend of traditional comfort with modern simplicity

¢ Blended Design Approach: Traditional shapes with modern simplicity

o Sofas & Seating: Neutral fabrics, soft curves, practical comfort

e Case Goods & Storage: Simplified wood designs, mixed materials

e Tables & Accent Pieces: Clean profiles, wood/glass/metal combinations

e Materials & Finishes: Oak, walnut, glass, metal

¢ Neutral Color Palette: Beige, gray, white tones

e Market Demand Factors: Driven by condition, brand, and material quality

Contemporary Furniture
Current styles reflecting modern trends

e Current Design Trends: Evolving styles, trend-based appeal

¢ Clean Lines & Soft Forms: Balanced modern shapes

¢ Materials & Combinations: Wood, metal, glass, upholstery

e Neutral & Flexible Design: Adaptable styling

e Functional Focus: Modular and practical pieces

e Overlap with Other Styles: Modern, minimal, transitional

e Market Demand Factors: Driven by trend relevance and condition
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Minimalistic Furniture
Simple, functional, uncluttered design

e Core Design Philosophy: “Less is more”

¢ Simple Forms & Clean Lines: Geometric, uncluttered shapes

e Materials & Construction: Wood, metal, glass

¢ Neutral Color Palette: Black, white, gray, natural tones

e Functional Design: Practical, hidden storage

¢ Overlap with Modern Styles: Similar to Scandinavian and modern
¢ Market Demand Factors: Driven by quality and simplicity

Coastal / Casual Furniture
Light, relaxed, comfort-focused design

o Light & Airy Aesthetic: Soft colors, open feel

e Materials & Construction: Wood, wicker, rattan

e Comfort-Driven Design: Slipcovers, soft seating

e Natural & Textured Elements: Woven materials, light finishes
e Simple Forms & Functionality: Practical layouts

o Regional Appeal: Stronger in coastal markets

e Market Demand Factors: Driven by condition and quality

Modern Farmhouse Furniture
Rustic-meets-modern style with broad market saturation

¢ Blended Style Approach: Rustic + clean design

e Materials & Finishes: Wood, painted finishes, metal accents

¢ Neutral Color Palette: Whites, grays, natural tones

o Distressed & Painted Finishes: Weathered or styled surfaces

¢ Functional Design: Everyday furniture

¢ Mass Market Saturation: Widely produced, lower unigueness
¢ Market Demand Factors: Driven by build quality and condition

Key Takeaway

Furniture value is driven by demand, design, construction quality, and condition—not age alone.
Well-made pieces with recognizable styles, strong materials, and broad appeal tend to perform best.
Mass-produced or heavily worn items typically have limited resale value.
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