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Mid-Century Furniture: What to Know

Mid-century furniture is often misunderstood, particularly when distinguishing between the time period
and specific design styles. This guide outlines the key characteristics of mid-century furniture, including
how to identify different styles, materials, and construction features. It is intended to help clarify
common misconceptions and provide a practical understanding of what impacts value.

What Decades Are Considered Mid-Century?

e General Mid-Century Timeline: Furniture made between the 1930s and late 1960s

e Collector Focus Period: 1945-1965 (most desirable range)
o Early Mid-Century: 1930s—early 1940s

e Classic Mid-Century Era: 1945-1965 (peak demand period)
e Late Mid-Century: Late 1960s—early 1970s

e Most Sought-After Pieces: Late 1940s through 1960s (Eames, Knoll, Herman Miller, Danish teak)

Difference Between Mid-Century and Mid-Century Modern
e Common Misunderstanding: Terms are often used interchangeably
¢ Mid-Century: Refers to the time period
¢ Mid-Century Furniture: Includes all styles produced during that era
e Not Style-Specific: Includes traditional, revival, and modern designs

So, a 1955 colonial dining table is mid-century—but not mid-century modern.

Examples of Mid-Century Furniture Styles
e Traditional: Classic forms produced during the period
¢ Colonial Revival: Early American-inspired reproductions
¢ Early American: Simplified historical styling
o French Provincial: Decorative, curved European influence
¢ Hollywood Regency: Glamorous, high-contrast styling
e Mid-Century Modern: Clean, functional modern design

Mid-Century Modern (MCM) — Roughly 1945-1969
o Definition: A specific design style within the mid-century period
¢ Clean Lines: Straight, simple forms
e Minimal Ornamentation: Limited decorative elements
o Tapered Legs: Angled, narrow leg design
e Organic Shapes: Curved and sculptural forms
e Materials: Teak, walnut, molded plywood, fiberglass
o Design Philosophy: Function over decoration
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Simple Way to Think About It
e Mid-Century: When it was made
¢ Mid-Century Modern: What style it is
¢ Key Rule: All MCM is mid-century, but not all mid-century is MCM

Famous Designers & Brands
e Charles & Ray Eames: Iconic modern furniture designers
e Hans Wegner: Danish craftsmanship and chair design
e Arne Jacobsen: Scandinavian modern influence
e George Nelson: American modern design
¢ Herman Miller: Major U.S. manufacturer
¢ Knoll: Modern design and production
o Danish Teak Makers: Highly collectible producers

Common Woods Used in Mid-Century Furniture
e Teak: Common in Danish furniture
e Walnut: Widely used in American pieces
¢ Rosewood: Higher-end Scandinavian furniture
¢ Birch & Beech: Used in molded plywood construction
¢ Mixed Construction: Solid wood combined with veneer panels

Construction Features to Look For
e Dovetail Joints: Indicator of quality craftsmanship
e Solid Wood Frames: Structural integrity with veneer surfaces
o Integrated Handles: Sculpted pulls or recessed grips
o Tapered or Splayed Legs: Signature design feature
¢ Floating Designs: Raised cabinets and shelving
¢ Minimal Hardware: Clean, simple construction

Popular Mid-Century Furniture Types
¢ Credenzas & Sideboards: Storage with strong resale demand
o Platform Beds & Low Dressers: Low-profile bedroom furniture
o Dining Sets: Tables and chairs with tapered legs
e Lounge Chairs & Ottomans: Signature seating pieces
o Coffee & Nesting Tables: Functional accent tables
¢ Wall Units & Shelving Systems: Modular storage

Countries & Origins
o Denmark: Highly desirable, design-focused pieces
¢ United States: Herman Miller, Knoll, Drexel production
e Sweden: Clean Scandinavian styling
¢ Norway: Designers like Fredrik Kayser
e Finland: Alvar Aalto and modern innovation
o Italy: Sleek, modern, space-age influence
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Key Takeaway
Understanding mid-century furniture comes down to recognizing the difference between time period

and design style, along with the materials and construction methods that define quality. With that
foundation, it becomes easier to identify what has true value, what is simply period-based.
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